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Demand: 
In the lexicon of nuclear deterrence and crisis behavior, signaling features 
prominently as a tool of conveying critical information to adversaries and 
allies. During the 1973 Yom Kippur War, both Israel and the United States 
raised the alert status of their nuclear forces in order to signal political 
resolve. Little historical research regarding the use of nuclear alerts for 
signaling purposes actually exists. With newly declassified material available 
though, a 1973 Yom Kippur War case study can provide useful lessons for 
future nuclear crises.  
 
Objective:  
CNA will research the role of nuclear weapons and nuclear signaling in the 
1973 Yom Kippur War. Particular attention will be paid to why Israel and 
the U.S. relied on nuclear alerts and who the alerts intended audiences were. 
Given the importance of nuclear alerts in crisis bargaining, this analysis will 
highlight the opportunities and dangers inherent in the use of such alerts.  
 
Approach: 
Instead of the theoretical and logic based arguments of previous studies on 
nuclear alerts, the produced monograph will primarily rely on recently 
declassified archival material from the Nixon Administration as well as from 
Russia. By comparing untested theories with the empirical record, a more 
realistic appraisal of the utility of nuclear alerts will be reached. Briefings 
with Combatant Commands and the Office of the Secretary of Defense will 
follow a “murder board” review by CNA of the report’s findings. 
